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California does not require schools to cool 
down classrooms on hot days — even 
though heat leads to health and learning 
problems for children.  

There is no upper temperature limit and no requirement 
for cooling equipment for California classrooms. The 
Education Code requires public school facilities to 
“maintain interior temperatures within normally 
acceptable ranges,” but does not specify what 
temperatures are acceptable. Too-hot classrooms lead 
to learning losses, which primarily affect students of 
color, deepening racial injustice.

Many state agencies have some degree of authority 
to establish temperature limits for schools — but 
no single authority is able to meet or enforce 
temperature limits for schools.

WHAT CAN THE STATE DO?

Collaborate with researchers and school employees to 
study and develop an evidence-based temperature limit 
for K-12 public school classrooms.

 » Research and develop standards for indoor temperatures:
 » The Building Standards Commission and Department of Education could 
develop a standard for school districts to adopt and strengthen as needed. 

 » The Department of Education could define what constitutes a “normally 
acceptable range” of temperatures for students.

 » The California Division of Occupational Safety and Health could 
establish a heat standard that would apply to school employees.

 » Consider enforcing standards through state funding eligibility. Additional 
motivators may be necessary for schools not seeking funds. 

 » Provide funds to help schools upgrade facilities or equipment to meet 
standards — and to ensure that upgrades address heat inequity.

 » Install efficient cooling technologies, like heat pumps, when possible.

Some researchers have suggested 
82 F as a potential upper limit for 
rooms occupied by children, but 

more study is needed.

California’s child care facilities must 
keep rooms occupied by children 

between 68 and 85 F.

Other places have stricter temperature 
ranges. For example, New Zealand 

recommends classroom temperatures 
under 77 F.

During a 2022 heat wave, 
parents and teachers reported 

classroom temperatures as high 
as 89 F (and possibly hotter).

AB 384 would have 
required the Department 

of Education to study a 
representative sample of 
schools’ cooling systems 
(2023; passed by senate 

and assembly; vetoed).

SB 394 would have included a 
survey of public school facilities 

to collect data related to air 
conditioning status and other 

relevant metrics (2023; passed 
by senate and assembly; vetoed).

The Luskin Center for Innovation does not endorse any specific legislation. For additional citations and details, 
refer to our 2023 policy brief, “Protecting Californians with Heat-Resilient Schools.” To learn more, visit our heat 

equity webpage or contact associate director V. Kelly Turner at vkturner@ucla.edu.
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https://nrckids.org/CFOC/Database/5.2.1
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/ord/entres/getinfo/pdf/ccc6.pdf
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/health-and-safety-management/managing-thermal-comfort-in-classrooms/
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/ord/entres/getinfo/pdf/ccc6.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB384
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB394
https://innovation.luskin.ucla.edu/publication/protecting-californians-from-deadly-heat/
https://innovation.luskin.ucla.edu/climate/heat-equity/
https://innovation.luskin.ucla.edu/climate/heat-equity/
mailto:vkturner%40ucla.edu?subject=School%20Heat%20Policy%20Fact%20Sheet

